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ForEward
The A+ Handbook has been written to provide students, parents, faculty, and staff with information concerning the various aspects of the A+ Schools Program as it was established by the Outstanding Schools Act of 1993. This legislation requires that Crawford County School District establish specific guidelines and policies in order to meet the stipulations of the program and administer
the A+ Schools Program in a fair and consistent manner.
It is the responsibility of the district to follow these policies to ensure A+ Schools designation
is maintained. Accurate certification of students is crucial to the integrity of the program and A+
Schools designation. It is the responsibility of the students and parents to read and understand all the
guidelines and regulations before signing the student agreement. Once the A+ agreement is filed, it
becomes the responsibility of the student to continue to meet the requirements of the program as outlined in this handbook in order to be certified as an A+ student upon graduation.
Direct any questions concerning this program to the A+ Coordinator at Cuba High School, 1573-885-2534.
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The A+ Schools Program Goals
As outlined by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the primary goals of the A+ Schools Program are:
1.
2.
3.

All students graduate from high school.
All students will complete a selection of high school studies that is challenging and
for which there are identified and measurable learner expectations.
All students will proceed from high school graduation to a traditional college or postsecondary vocational or technical school or high wage job with workplace skill development opportunities.

It is essential that every student graduate from high school with the skills and tools required
to pursue whatever educational and career goals the student and his or her parents select. The A+
Schools Program will provide information to assist in making those decisions and will provide for
the development of educational programs that more fully meet the needs of all Cuba High School
students.
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Student Eligibility SUMMARY
Each student who plans to participate in the A+ Schools Program student financial incentives
must meet the following criteria to be eligible.
 Be a US citizen or permanent resident
 Attend a designated A+ School for two (2) years prior to high school graduation
(Students who attend an A+ designated high school for any two of the four years prior to
high school graduation have met this requirement. 2018 and 2019 seniors who attended
an A+ designated high school for any three of the four years prior to high school graduation have met this requirement. Students graduating in or before 2017 must have attended
an A+ designated high school for the three years immediately prior to graduation.)
 Graduate from high school with a grade point average of two and five-tenths (2.5) or
higher on a four (4) point grade scale
 Have at least a ninety-five (95%) attendance record for the four (4) year period during
high school (Summer school does not affect cumulative attendance.)
 Enter into a written A+ Student Agreement prior to high school graduation
 Maintain a record of good citizenship which includes avoidance of possession or unlawful
use of alcohol and drugs, discipline violations, any acts of violence and felony convictions
 Perform fifty (50) hours of unpaid academic tutoring or mentoring
 Beginning with the high school senior class of 2015, achieve a score of proficient or advanced on the Algebra 1 (or higher level mathematics course) end of course exam. If all
other A+ requirements are met except this one, achieving a qualifying score on the mathematics component of the ACT in combination with a minimum cumulative grade point
average may establish eligibility. Qualifying scores are determined annually by Missouri
Department of Higher Education. Contact the A+ Coordinator for details.
 Make good faith effort to secure all non-loan federal financial aid by completing the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) during their senior year of high school
 Register for selective service, if applicable.
A+ student financial incentives will be available for a period of forty-eight (48) months after
high school graduation.
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Enrollment Requirements
In order to obtain financial incentives, the requirements are for a student to attend an A+
designated Missouri school for two years prior to graduation. Students who attend an A+ designated high school for any twp of the four years prior to high school graduation have met this
requirement. 2018 and 2019 seniors who attended an A+ designated high school for any three
of the four years prior to high school graduation have met this requirement. Students graduating
in or before 2017 must have attended an A+ designated high school for the three years immediately prior to graduation.
 Students are encouraged to enroll in the program during their freshman year but must be

enrolled prior to graduation.

Grade Point Requirement
To receive the A+ financial incentives, a student must graduate from an A+ designated
high school with a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or above on a 4.0 scale. The following
statements are intended to help clarify the A+ Schools policies regarding grade point average.
 The cumulative grade point average is for grades 9-12.
 The student’s official transcript will serve as evidence of grade point average for ad-

mission into a participating community college or vocational/technical school.
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Attendance Requirement
Students are expected to attend school regularly and to be on time for classes. Therefore, the student will develop habits of punctuality, self-discipline, and responsibility. The attendance rate must be at least 95% for grades 9-12.
 Students must attend a designated A+ School for two years prior to graduation. Attendance records will be used from prior schools for transfer students to determine
cumulative attendance record.
 Each semester after the student has enrolled in the A+ Schools Program, parents/
guardians will be provided information that includes the cumulative attendance record.
 The student’s attendance information will come from the district’s official attendance
records. Summer school attendance does not affect the cumulative attendance.
 Parents and students are encouraged to contact the A+ Coordinator at #573-885-2534,
with questions regarding the student’s current attendance status. This is important as
the A+ attendance percentage is separate from the semester attendance policy at Cuba High School.
 Attendance requirements must be met prior to the completion of graduation requirements.
Attendance Appeal
If the 95% requirement is not met, the student and parent/guardian will be notified the student is “Out of Compliance” with the A+
School attendance requirement. In the event a student chooses to appeal, the following shall occur:



Student completes an A+ Attendance Appeal Form which is available from the A+ Coordinator. Such appeal must be
made during the second semester of the student’s senior year.



The completed form must be returned to the A+ Coordinator. The A+ Attendance Appeal Form as well as valid documentation supporting the days being appealed must be submitted. Valid documentation regarding the days being appealed only includes hospitalization, chronic medical conditions, family emergencies, and/or accidents.



The A+ Coordinator will convene the A+ Review Committee for consideration of the appeal. The Committee will render a decision within five (5) school days of the appeal meeting.




After the A+ Review Committee reaches a decision, the A+ Coordinator will notify the parent/guardian by letter.
Any and all additional appeals will be conducted following policies set by the Crawford County R-II Board of Education.
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A+
Student
Agreement
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The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the conditions for eligibility for the Student Financial
Incentives in accordance with the guidelines of the A+ Schools Program established by Section 14 of
the Senate bill 380. Funding for the Student Financial Incentive portion of the A+ Schools Program is
the sole responsibility of the State of Missouri.
Students who meet the criteria listed below can be eligible to have tuition and general fees* (subject to
legislative appropriation) reimbursed by A+ Program incentives to any participating Missouri community college or vocational or technical school** up to the capped tuition amount per credit hour.
The A+ Schools Program may provide these educational incentives subject to state funding approval.
The following criteria must be met for student eligibility*** in the A+ Student Financial Incentive
Program:
1. Be a US citizen or permanent resident
2. Attend an A+ designated school for two years prior to graduation
3. Have at least 95% attendance record for the four year period
4. Graduate with a grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4 point scale
5. Perform fifty (50) hours of unpaid academic tutoring which is connected to Crawford County R-II Schools and supervised by a district employee
6. Maintain a record of good citizenship which includes avoidance of unlawful use of alcohol
or drug and any acts of violence
7. Beginning with class of 2015, score advanced or proficient on Algebra 1 EOC (or high level
DESE approved mathematics course).
Although not required to be deemed eligible at the high school level, the follow must be completed to avoid future issues at the post-secondary school.
1. Complete and submit during senior year the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for
federal post-secondary student financial assistance funds that do not require repayment.**** Verification
of completion must be provided to the A+ Coordinator.
2. Register for selective service, if applicable.****

*Fees are limited to general fees all students are required to pay.
**Funds become available the semester following the student’s graduation.
***In accordance with Missouri guidelines, a district may have a process to review an appeal by a
student to meet the A+ Schools Program guidelines. Cuba High School provides such a process for
students. To begin an appeal, contact the A+ Coordinator.
****I understand that failure to complete the FAFSA and, if required, the U.S. Military Selective Service registration, will jeopardize the receipt of A+ financial incentives.
To maintain eligibility after high school graduation, students must:
 Attend on a full-time basis a participating Missouri community college, or vocational or technical post-secondary
institution
 Maintain a grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4-point scale



Complete the FAFSA each academic year

Eligibility expires 48 months after high school graduation, receipt of an associate’s degree or completion of
105% of the hours required for the post-secondary program.

Name_____________________________________________________
Please Print

Address __________________________________________________
Please Print

City _________________________________ Zip Code ____________

Parent/Guardian Phone Number________________________________

Birth date________________ Year of Graduation __________________

Yes, I would like to participate in the A+ Schools Program. I have read and understand the eligibility requirements of the A+
Schools Program as outlined in the A+ Handbook.
To retain eligibility after high school, I must be enrolled in a participating Missouri community college or vocational/technical
school, be a full-time student, maintain a 2.5 grade point average (GPA) and show good faith to complete a FAFSA each academic year. (The GPA applies to any post-secondary course work.)

Student Signature ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________________

Date ______________________________________

Please fill out and return to the A+ High School Office
………………………………………………………………………………..

Office Use Only: MO-SIS State Id Number: _______________________
Revised: 08/2018

A+
Student
Agreement
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Citizenship Requirement
Citizenship/discipline violations may jeopardize a student’s A+ eligibility. Students whose conduct reflects discredit upon
themselves or their school are not considered “creditable citizens.” A student may be disqualified from the A+ Schools Program for poor citizenship for any of the following reasons:
 possession of or presence under the influence of, drugs,* including alcohol, regardless of whether the student is on the
school playground, parking lots, school buses, or school activities, on or off school property



expulsion or withdrawal from school because of disciplinary measures



accumulation of twelve (12) days of Out of School suspension within the four (4) years preceding graduation



any acts of violence



violations of the Safe Schools Act



conviction of a felony

Student discipline records will be maintained throughout their four years of high school. It is recommended for all students
to avoid any violations that could result in ISS or OSS to assure the citizenship requirement is met.
*Drugs include any unauthorized prescription drug, alcohol, narcotic substance, psychedelic drug, counterfeit drug, or drugrelated paraphernalia.

Citizenship Appeal

If a student violates the Student Code of Conduct as stated in the Cuba High School Student Handbook and the A+ Schools Program
Handbook, the parent/guardian will be notified the student is “Out of Compliance” with the A+ Schools good citizenship requirement. In the event a student chooses to appeal, the following shall occur:
 Student completes an A+ Citizenship Appeal Form which is available from the A+ Coordinator .



The completed form must be returned to the A+ Coordinator within 30 days of the “Out of Compliance” notification.



The A+ Coordinator will then convene the A+ Review Committee for consideration of the appeal. The Committee will render a



After the A+ Review Committee reaches a decision, the A+ Coordinator will notify the parent/guardian by letter.



Any and all additional appeals will be conducted following the A+ Grievance Procedure and policies set by the Crawford

decision within five (5) school days of the appeal meeting.

County R-II Schools Board of Education.
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Tutoring/Mentoring Requirements
An A+ student must perform a minimum of fifty (50) hours of unpaid academic tutoring
or mentoring. Listed below are the A+ Schools guidelines for tutoring/mentoring:
 The student must complete an A+ Schools Program Agreement.
 The A+ student and parent must sign the A+ Tutoring/Mentoring Agreement prior to tu-

toring/mentoring.
 The A+ student must have a grade point average of at least 2.4 to qualify to tutor.
 The A+ student must attend one tutoring meeting prior to tutoring/mentoring.
 The student must be a senior to enroll in the A+ class for credit.

Tutoring/Mentoring Policies
 All tutoring must be pre-approved by the A+ Coordinator.
 All tutoring/mentoring must be school sponsored and academic in nature.
 An official log sheet must be signed by the school official in charge of the tutoring/

mentoring activity.
 Tutoring/mentoring may be done during the school year or during summer school (when

offered).
 The A+ senior must have all tutoring/mentoring hours completed no later than a week

prior to their graduation date.
 The A+ student is expected to be present at the agreed upon day and time for tutoring/

mentoring.
 If an absence occurs, the A+ student is expected to notify the adult in charge of the A+
tutoring/mentoring experience. The notification should be as soon as the student knows
he or she cannot attend the tutoring/mentoring designated time. The notification must be
on or before the days of the mutually agreed upon time for mentoring.
 Failure to follow the tutoring/mentoring procedures may result in dismissal from the A+
program.
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Tutoring Opportunities
 Elementary School Tutoring - Students are assigned to classrooms or one-on-one tutoring
before, during or after school.
 Middle School Tutoring - Students are assigned to classrooms or one-on-one tutoring before,
during or after school.

End of course (EOC) requirement
Beginning with the Class of 2015, students must score proficient or advanced on the Algebra I EOC exam (or a higher level DESE approved mathematics course). If all requirements are
met except the end of course exam requirement, students may establish eligibility by achieving a
qualifying combined minimum ACT math sub-score and minimum high school GPA in accordance with the following scale. Qualifying scores are determined annually by Missouri Department of Higher Education. Students may achieve the qualifying score as a high school or postsecondary student.
2018, 2019 & 2020 High School Seniors:
ACT Math Score
17 or greater
16
15

and
and
and

High School GPA
2.5 or greater
2.8 or greater
3.0 or greater
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Good Faith Effort to Secure Funding
A requirement for parents of a senior A+ student is a good faith effort to secure all available federal post-secondary student financial assistance funds that do not require repayment.
 Parents must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA
information must be sent to the college or technical school that the student is planning to
attend. Documentation must be turned into the A+ Coordinator by February 1st of the student’s senior year.
 You may complete the form online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Parents of seniors are encouraged
to apply as soon as possible after the upcoming year’s FAFSA application is available but
not before October 1st.
 Tuition incentives will only be awarded to reimburse the unpaid balance of the cost of tuition and general fees available after federal post-secondary financial assistance funds have
been applied to these costs. Fees are only those uniformly charged to all students. All
funding is subject to legislative appropriation.
Monitoring of A+ Status
At the end of each semester, students who are participating in the A+ Schools Program
will receive a letter reporting their progress in each of the required areas: grade point average,
attendance, and academic tutoring or mentoring hours. Any questions or concerns about the information reported should be directed to the A+ Coordinator, 573-885-2534. If a student wishes
to withdraw from the A+ Schools Program, a letter will be sent to the parents notifying them of
the withdrawal. Progress letters will be terminated at this time.
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Maintaining Eligibility
A certified A+ student who has graduated from Cuba High School has a four-year
timeframe (48 months) in which to take advantage of the financial incentives. A student who participates must:
 The A+ student must enroll and attend on a full-time basis a Missouri public community col-

lege or vocational/technical school.
 The A+ student must maintain a grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 grade

scale while attending any post-secondary institution. NOTE: This applies to all classes
taken at any post-secondary institution.
 The A+ student must complete the FAFSA for each year the student is enrolled in school.
Payment to Post-secondary Institution
After graduation, the A+ Coordinator confirms that the student has met all A+ requirements and is eligible to receive the A+ financial incentives. An official A+ seal is placed on the
final high school transcript to verify eligibility.
A listing of all eligible students is sent to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. This list is kept on file for four years.

When a student enrolls full-time at an eligible post-secondary institution, the official
high school transcript containing the A+ seal provides verification of eligibility for the A+ financial incentives. The institution will send a bill to the Department of Education for the cost
of tuition and general fees* minus the amount of federal aid received (if any). The tuition incentives will only be made available to reimburse the unpaid balance of the cost of tuition and
general fees costs AFTER the federal post-secondary student financial assistance funds have
been applied to these costs. All funding is subject to legislative appropriation.
*Please note: fees include only those uniformly charged to all students by the institution. If there
are fees specific to their program of study, the student will be responsible for those fees. Room,
board and books are not included in the financial incentives paid by the A+ schools program.
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LENGTH of Eligibility
Eligibility expires when the earliest of the following occurs:
 48 months from high school graduation (qualifying military deferment may extend this
timeframe)
 Receipt of an Associate Degree
 Completion of 105% of the required hours for the student’s program of study. (For more details
on the 105% cap, please contact the A+ Coordinator. )
Benefits for Students
All students benefit from the infusion of technology into the curriculum, the development of
more effective instructional techniques, clearly stated learner expectations and graduation performance standards, more extensive career exploration and guidance activities, and courses with a realworld focus.
Each student can be assured that he or she will be required to complete a rigorous academic
program that is more closely geared to his or her individual needs and interests.
Students who meet the eligibility requirements as outlined by the A+ Schools Program may
receive tuition and general fees to any participating Missouri community college or vocational/
technical school. All funding is subject to legislative appropriation.

Crawford County R-II Schools Mission
The mission of the Crawford County R-II School District, in partnership with the community it serves, is to prepare individuals proficient in basic skills which are essential to becoming a contributing member of society. This effort will develop responsible individuals who possess personal
integrity, the ability to think critically, and a commitment to personal excellence. In a secure and
nurturing environment, the district offers a diversity of educational programs that address the needs
of all students in order to prepare them for an ever-changing world.
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